
 
 

When God 
Does Not 
Intervene 

 
 

No one knows anything 
about Habakkuk except 
what is in his book, who we 
read from today. The 

political enemies on his horizon are the Chaldeans, a “fierce and 
impetuous nation” whose “horses are swifter than leopards, more 
menacing than wolves at dusk” [Hab 1:6,8]. They seize dwellings not 
their own. They gather captives like sand. Apocalypse is right around the 
corner. But Habakkuk’s argument is not with them. His argument is with 
God. Why is God letting the bad guys win? What has happened to the 
God of justice? Habakkuk thought he knew who God was, but the 
Chaldean menace is messing with his head. The Divine Listener will not 
listen. The Divine Savior will not save. Meet cognitive dissonance, circa 
600 BCE. 

Against all odds, Habakkuk decides to remain faithful even if God 
won’t. He stations himself on the rampart of his fortress and waits for God 
to answer his complaint. How long? . . . 

When God finally answers him, the news is not good. The Chaldeans 
are serving a purpose, God tells Habakkuk. Their arrogance will circle 
back on them, but that is not your business. Your business is to write the 
vision—to write it so plainly that even those who hurry by can read it. 
“For there is still a vision for the appointed time,” God says to Habakkuk; 
“it speaks of the end, and does not lie.” If it seems slow, wait for it. It is 
on its way; it will arrive right on time (2:3). 

But what about the meantime (the very mean time)? The spirit of the 
proud “is not right in them,” God says, “but the righteous live by their 
faith” (v. 4). 

Lots of people think Paul said that, since it shows up more than once 
in his letters, but Habakkuk said it first. . . .Before and after Jesus, God’s 
people have always lived by faith—by continuing to do what they know 
is right, regardless of what the leopards and wolves are doing. At the same 
time, Habakkuk reminds us that the faithful do not cease to be faithful 
when they call God to account. Job did it. Jeremiah did it. Depending on 
how you read Jesus’ last words from the cross, he did it too. 

The fact that these laments have ended up in Scripture tells us there is 
something sacred about them, something we need not fear doing 
ourselves. 

Barbara Brown Taylor, is a best-selling author, professor, and Episcopal priest.

Pope’s Intention for October 
A Church Open to Everyone: We 
pray for the Church; ever faithful to, 
and courageous in preaching the 
Gospel, may the Church be a 
community of solidarity, fraternity 
and welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality. 
 
Masses 
Monday to Saturday: 
8.00 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 
11.30 a.m. 1.10 p.m. & 3.00  p.m.  
Sunday: 
6.00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil),  
8.00 a.m., 10.30 a.m., 12.30 p.m. 
& 4.00 p.m.  
Names can be enrolled for Mass 
and will be remembered and 
prayed for on the day requested. 
 
St Jude Novena 
This continues to be celebrated on 
Tuesdays at 8.00 p.m. and will be 
live-streamed on our website. The 
blessing with the Relics of St Jude 
and of St Thérèse of Lisieux will 
take place. 
 
Confessions 
Monday to Friday:  
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
Saturday                                                                                                                                                                         
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
SPOWIEDŹ W JĘZYKU POLSKIM 
w soboty w godz: 9.30 - 10.30 
 
Devotions at 2.30 p.m. 
Monday: Miraculous Medal – 
Rosary & Benediction 
Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament – silent prayer 
Saturday: Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel – Rosary & Benediction 
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2nd October 2022 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday  

of Ordinary Time



THIS WEEK’S LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Sunday, 2nd October:             Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Monday,  3rd October:           Twenty-Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 
Tuesday,  4th October:            St Francis of Assisi, Memorial 
Wed,  5th October:                Twenty-Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 
Thursday, 6th October:           Twenty-Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 
Friday,  7th October:               Our Lady of the Rosary, Memorial 
Saturday,  8th October:           Twenty-Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 
 

u v u v u v u v u v u v u 
 

Saint Francis: Francis was born in Assisi about 1182 to a 
wealthy merchant family and he lived the life as a 
wealthy carefree person. Serious illness brought the 
young Francis to see the emptiness of his frolicking life 
as leader of Assisi’s youth.  He experienced a vision in 
the neglected field-chapel of San Damiano in which 
Christ told him, “Francis, go out and build up my house, 
for it is nearly falling down.” Francis became the totally 
poor and humble workman. He gave up all his 

possessions, piling even his clothes before his own father. He was, for a 
time, considered to be a religious fanatic, begging from door to door 
when he could not get money for his work, evoking sadness or disgust to 
the hearts of his former friends, ridicule from the unthinking. A few people 
began to realize that this man was actually trying to be Christian. He 
really believed what Jesus said: “Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold 
or silver or copper in your purses, no travelling bag, no sandals, no staff” 
(Luke 9:1-3). Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer 
and a life of active preaching. He decided in favour of the latter, but 
always returned to solitude when he could. During the last years of his 
relatively short life, he died at 44, Francis was half blind and seriously ill. 
Two years before his death he received the stigmata, the real and painful 
wounds of Christ in his hands, feet and side. He dies on the 3rd 
October.1226.  
 
Our Lady of the Rosary: This memorial has been observed since 1571 
when the Christians gained victory over the Turks through the intercession 
of Our Lady at the naval Battle of Lepanto. The Rosary we are very much 
familiar with is strongly connected to the Dominican Order and legend 
suggests that St Dominic received it in a vision from Our Lady. However, 
history suggests that some form of the Rosary existed before St Dominic 
and its development into the form we know today took some time, though 
it was very much influenced by the Dominicans. Pope Pius V (a 
Dominican) officially established the devotion of praying and 
meditating on the Rosary in 1569. 
 
The Garden of Carmel 

Baptisms & Weddings 
Please contact the Parish Office if 
you have a Baptism or Wedding 
booked at this time. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Mass Office, Church Shop & 

General Enquiries 
Monday to Saturday:  
8.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

Sunday 
10.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Items can be ordered by phone or 
through our online shop and they 
will be sent out by post. Shop and 
all other enquiries:  
Tel: (01) 475 8821  
Email:  
shop@whitefriarstreetchurch.ie 
Web: https://shop.whitefriarstreet-
church.com/ 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Parish Office 
For certificates of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Marriage, or to 
book a Baptism or a Wedding.  
Tel: 01 475 8821 
Email: parish@whitefriarstreet-
church.ie 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
 Society of  St Vincent de Paul  
Members meet each Monday 
evening to consider requests. For 
those living within our parish, 
requests can be made by ringing 
01 855 0022. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
  REMAINING  VIGILANT 
Continue to be safe and protect 
each other. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Carmelite Third Order/Lay Carmel 
meet on the third Saturday of every 
month in Brandsma Hall at 3.00 
p.m. New members welcome. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Carmelite Community Centre 
Tel: (01) 475 4673 
in fo@carme l i t ecommuni ty 
centre.com

 
If I did not simply live from one moment to another, 
it would be impossible for me to be patient, but I only 
look at the present, I forget the past, and I take good 
care not to forestall the future. 
 
Trust and trust alone should lead us to love 
 
I know now that true charity consists in bearing all our neighbours’ 
defects – not being surprised at their weakness, but edified at their 
smallest virtues. 
 
When I die, I will send down a shower of roses from the heavens, 
I will spend my heaven by doing good on earth. 
 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED  
SUPPORT


